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TIME FOR YOU

 SERVICE AND 
FACILITIES
The comfort and happiness of the guests 
have been given impressive thought and 
you feel it the moment you are ushered in 
by staff straight from central casting. A 
happy spirit emanates from them too which 
is to be applauded and which is still all too 
rare. There’s a great sense of zeal here, in part 
because of that smart team of quietly 
efficient workers very much in tune with 
what their customers (and bosses Matt and 
Katie Beamish) are after.

 ROOMS
There are six bedrooms perched up on a first 
floor block and reached up a small flight of 
stairs.

All the rooms are individually designed 
and use Farrow & Ball colours and quirky, 
one-off antiques with plenty of rustic chic 
style and luxurious touches including duck 
down duvets, Egyptian cotton sheets, 
mohair throws, glossy magazines, free Wifi 
and digital radio. . 

There’s a feel that no expense has been 
spared. All rooms have tea and coffee-
making facilities, fresh milk and home-made 
treats. 

 
 FOOD & DRINK
Farm to fork in 40 paces is the vibe around 
here so you can max out on great local 
flavours . This is an epicurean haven as well 
as being a bit of a kick-back place to settle 
and savour a great taste of the Cotswolds. 

THE
KINGHAM 
PLOUGH

The six-bedroomed Kingham Plough village pub is in a cluster of honey-stone properties in a 
picture-postcard Cotswolds village: a foodie destination; with relaxing furnishings, genial staff and 

brilliantly conceived menus. Peter Slee paid it a visit...

* From £145 per room per night B&B based on two people sharing. Two dog-friendly rooms available costing an 
extra £10 a night per dog. To book Tel 01608 658 327 or visit www.thekinghamplough.co.uk

 LOCATION
Wow, if you can tear yourself away from this 
supremely relaxing retreat, it is a place that 
offers that quintessential Labrador and 
Hunter boots experience and which lies at 
the heart of the picturesque Evenlode Valley 
within an Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty and with several classic Cotswold 
destinations including Stow-on-the-Wold, 
Broadway, Chipping Norton and Burford all 
just a few miles away and with wonderful 
walks from its doorstep. Turn down the 
tree-lined road into the village itself and you 
enter quite another world. It’s not simply 
rural here, you feel you might have strayed 
into a picturebook of old-time England. The 
main station is a 15-minute or so walk away. 
You are also within reach of Westonbirt 
Arboretum and Prince Charles’ Highgrove 
Gardens.

 STYLE AND 
CHARACTER
It’s composed of various indoor/outdoor 
elements – all beautifully restyled and which 
means the Kingham Plough exudes a great 
sense of easy-going comfort. You enter 
through a traditional bar area (there’s no 
reception as such) complete with china on a 
dresser. Next to it is a welcoming lounge 
with leather chairs and cushiony sofas 
around a huge, stone, wood-burner fireplace. 
This leads on to the restaurant, traditionally 
furnished and with masses of appeal.

Locals pop in for coffee or a pint in the 
bar, but in this epicurean outfit the focus is 
very much on superlative dining.

The place is creaking with atmosphere: 
think dreamy cream and muted furnishings, 
soft sofas and crackling fires. The tranquillity  
is deftly maintained given that this is a  

supremely family-friendly hotel. A big part of 
the equation is space with a generous, 
rambling feel to it all. It is also a profoundly 
peaceful venue, very beautifully devised so 
that the spirit of its various buildings is 
honoured. At its core is that central 
hub-cum-bar and where clever lighting 
draws your eyes up to a host of venerable 
old beams.

 The interiors are timeless, homely, stylish, 
vintage and glamorous. You won’t want to 
leave. For all the relaxing atmosphere 
though there is also painstaking attention to 
detail, with exquisite results; fabulous 
interior design and to-die-for restaurant 
menu options.

The tranquillity is deftly maintained given 
that this is also a supremely family-friendly 
hotel ( the Beckhams happened to be 
parked up in the Kingham the same 
weekend we were there!) 

crusted roast hake, brown shrimp, mussels, 
kale and cream sauce (£23) and truffled 
mushroom puff pastry tart, tender stem 
broccoli and Barkham Blue (£18) before 
retiring to our rooms at the end of the night as 
very happy souls.

WOULD WE GO BACK?
Absolutely. One of the very nicest places we 
have stayed at in the Cotswolds for all sorts 
of reasons not least the genially helpful staff . 
Remarkably, given it’s not a huge place, 
there’s still plenty to please a wide range of 
ages and interests, from extended families to 
adults on a quiet break, day trippers in search 
of good food and drink as well as activity 
enthusiasts who want to use the Kingham as a 
base for a walking or cycling break. 

Behind the bar, a list of expertly crafted 
seasonal cocktails, a well-kept selection of 
craft ales and traditional local beers by the 
Hook Norton Brewery and regularly 
changing guest ales. On the carefully curated 
wine list, a selection of 16 wines by the glass 
and 61 by the bottle. Head to one of the cosy 
nooks furnished with deep armchairs and 
sofas to relax with drinks by a crackling fire 
or head outside to the pretty sun-drenched 
terrace or lawned beer garden.

New Head Chef, Jonny Pons, formerly of 
Slaughters Country Inn, Ellenborough Park 
Hotel and The Feathered Nest, continues 
The Kingham Plough’s legacy of 
championing artisan products and sourcing 
the very best fresh, local, seasonal 
ingredients for his daily-changing modern 
British dishes with Mediterranean 
influences and British pub classics on the à 
la carte menu. We dined in style on herb 


